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^he  Qreatness  of 


Joseph 

Smith 

By  John   Henry  Evans. 

The  author  of  this  article,  John  Henry 
Evans,  lias  been  introduced  to  the  Church  and 
to  the  world  many  times  through  his  books. 
His  "  One  Hundred  Years  of  Mormonism," 
published  a  number  of  years  ago,  was  used  as 
a  text  book  inthe  Church-  High  Schools.  His 
latest  book,  "  Joseph  Smith,  An  American 
Prophet,"  published  by  Macmillan,  is  one  of 
the  outstanding  contributions  towards  an 
appreciation  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  the 
man,  as  well  as  organizer  and  restorer. 

Very  great  men  are  men  of  ideas.  In 
the  long  run  it  is  not  emotion  that  rules 
the  world,  for  emotion  is  always  short- 
lived and  generally  non-creative;  nor  is 
it  even  personal  character,  since  this 
operates  only  while  a  man  is  alive ;  but 
the  force  that  in  the  end  gives  shape, 
direction,  and  push  to  things  is  ideas, 
thoughts.  To  the  extent  that  Jesus  has 
affected  the  course  of  history  since  his 
time  it  has  been  chiefly  through  his  teach- 
ings. Inasmuch,  however,  as  ideas, 
thoughts,  must  of  necessity  filter  to  each 
of  us  through  the  mind  of  some  individual 
person,  the  real  measure  of  a  man  lies  in 
the  number  and  importance  O'f  his  ideas, 
the  firmness  with  which  he  grasps  them, 
the  claritv  and  vigor  with  which  he 
expresses  them,  and  his  application  of 
them  to  his  own  life  and  that  of  others. 

Now  Joseph  Smith,  when  he  reaches 
his  niche  in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  as  he 
assuredly  must  some  day,  will  do  so  as 
a    man    of    ideas    primarily.  For    it    is 

doubtful  whether  any  one  before  him  (ex- 
cepting of  course  Jesus)  has  laid  down 
so  complete  and  perfect  a  pattern  of  life 
as   the   Mormon    prophet. 

First  of  all,  he  gave  length,  dignity, 
and  value  to  the  human  spirit,  with  a 
free  plav  to  its  will  and  purpose,  such  as 
-annot   be   found    in    Christian    literature 


outside  the  New  Testament,  and  even 
there  not  so  clearly  and  definitely.  This 
statement  will  scarcely  be  disputed  by 
those  who  are  familiar  with  the  teachings 
of    the    Prophet    and    those    also    of    the 


Christian  church  since  the  apostles'  death. 
In  the  view  of  Joseph  Smith  man  is  as 
old  as  God  and  the  elements  ;  he  lived  in 
the  spirit  before  he  became  an  embodied 
soul ;  he  will  always  exist,  being  immortal 
at  this  end,  too;  and  he  may  himself 
become  as  God,  through  the  application 
of  knowledge  in  this  life  anil  the  daily 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  hundred 
years  before  Bergen's  sensational  an- 
nouncement, the  Prophet  taught,  in  effect, 
that  this  universe  is  a  mechanism  for  the 
making  of  Gods. 

Secondly,    Joseph    Smith    put    in    quick 
reverse    the    whole    scheme    of    Christian 
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salvation  as  it  was  developed  in  the 
Middle    Ages.  Typical    indeed    in    his 

period  was  the  act  of  the  philosopher 
who'  walked  into  a  ditch  while  gazing  at 
a  star.  The  Prophet,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  would  not  object  to  anyone  observ- 
ing the  planets,  but  he  certainly  would 
safegaured  the  feet  of  him  who  carried 
on  the  observation.  This  body  of  flesh 
and  blood,  he  thought,  far  from  being  a 
handicap  to  the  spirit,  as  was  believed 
by  the  more  pious  even  of  his  day,  is 
in  truth  but  an  instrument  of  the  human 
intelligence,  and  as  such  must  be  develop- 
ed so  as  to  express  as  perfectly  as  may 
be    the    human    personality.  But    the 

founder  of  Mormonism  went  further  than 
that.  Through    a    planned    civic     and 

economic  order  he  hoped  to  make  it  pos- 
sible for  everyone  to  live  in  security  and 
happiness.  A  city  of  not  to  exceed 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  with  lots  of 
sufficient  size  to  allow  its  owner  to 
grow  vegetables  and  fruit  for  his  own 
use  and  with  farmland  enough  on  the 
outside  for  cereals,  sugar  beets,  and  hay, 
would,  the  Prophet  believed,  prevent  the 
development  of  poverty,  crime,  vice  and 
degration  to  the  point  inevitable  under 
the  old  order,  where  industry  is  central- 
ized. And  an  economic  order  in  which 
the  private -profit  motive  is  supplanted 
by  the  human-welfare  motive  would,  he 
further  believed,  guarantee  to  everv  man 
a  job  to  his  liking,  at  which  he  could 
•earn  enough  to  support  himself  and  his 
dependents  in  decency,  and  at  the  same 
time  free  the  mind  of  the  toiler  forever 
of  the  haunting  fear  of  want  through 
unemployment,  sickness,  and  old  age. 
Thus  Joseph  Smith  stressed  the  Here  and 
Now,  instead  of  the  Hereafter,  as  in  the 
theology  of  his  time. 

But  the  Mormon  prophet  early  saw  the 
absurdity  and  unscriptural  character  of 
the  modern  Christian  theory  of  salvation 
— that  men  are  "  saved  "  through  ritual 
merely,  as  one  division  of  modern  Christi- 
anity maintained,  through  grace  only,  as 
taught  by  another  division  ;  and  he  sub- 
stituted an  idea  more  in  harmony  with 
life  as  we  know  it,  as  well  as  with  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  Scriptures, 
that   men  are   saved   throueh   knowledge. 


The  future,  he  taught,  is  an  extension 
olf  the  present,  just  as  the  present  is  an 
unbroken  continuation  of  the  past.  From 
the  eternity  that  was  through  the  time 
that  is  into  the  eternity  that  is  to  be — 
this  is  the  ceaseless  stream  of  the  human 
ego;  and  its  growth,  the  push  of  it 
towards  perfection  of  character,  depends, 
not  upon  whim  and  caprice,  even  in  Cod, 
but  on  its  observance  of  universal  law. 
Furthmore,  in  that  future  world  each 
person  will  find  his  own  place  and  level  ; 
these  will  be  predicated  upon  his  present 
worth  and  past  behaviour ;  and  he  will  find 
employment  commensurate  with  his 
intelligence  and  dignity  as  a  human  being, 
instead  of  on  his  musical  ability  in  praise 
of   a    great    Egoist. 

Thus  Mormonism,  as  Joseph  Smith 
conceived  it,  is  a  complete  pattern  of 
life.  It  is  not  a  creed,  a  sect,  a  church 
merely,  nor  even  a  religion,  but  a  societv. 
Nor  has  it  in  contemplation  any  element 
of  force  or  compulsion.  That  is  not  the 
way  of  growth.  Said  the  Prophet:  "  I 
teach  my  followers  correct  principles,  and 
they  govern  themselves." 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  man,  it 
is  in  a  way  unfortunate  that  up  to  the 
present  almost  the  whole  stress  has  been 
placed  by  the  disciples  of  Joseph  Smith 
upon  the  origin  of  his  ideas.  For  the 
tendency  is  to  minimize  the  man,  to  pat 
God  in  the  forefront  and  the  individual 
in  the  background — a  reversal  of  the  pro- 
cess applied  to  everv  other  prophet, 
whether  in  the  Bible  or  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  The  truth  is,  as  everyone 
knows  who  has  had  any  dealings  with 
learners,  that  you  cannot  put  a  big  idea 
into  a  small  mind,  any  more  than  you 
can  put  a  gallon  of  water  into  a  pint 
cup.  That   Joseph    Smith   was   able   to 

hold  so  clearly  and  firmly  a  large  group 
of  deeply  fundamental  ideas,  is  all  the 
proof  we  need  of  the  greatness  of  his 
intellect.  His  mind  was  exceptional  in 
its  clarity,  its  range,  its  penetration,  and 
its  solidity.  It  is  on  this  basis  of  ideas 
that  Joseph  Smith  will  be  increasingly 
regarded  in  the  estimation  of  mankind. 


20M  June,  1Q37. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER. 


85 


"THE  DESERT  SHALL  BLOSSOM 
AS  THE  ROSE" 

By   Elder  0.    Claron  Alldredge. 


Some  ninety  years  ago,  on  July  4,  1847, 
under  the  inspired  leadership  of  Brig-ham 
Young,  the  first  company  of  pioneers  en- 
tered the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake. 
In  this  first  company  were  143  men,  3 
women,  and  2  children,  smarting  under 
the  pangs  of  religious  oppresion.  They 
were  seeking  a  haven  where  they  no  long- 
er would  be  harrassed  by  foul  oppressors, 
but  could  worship  God  as  their  conscience 
so    directed.  After    three    long    weary 

months  of  travel  from  Winter  Quarters 
they  entered  the  valley  that  was  soon  to 
be  their  home.  By  1850,  there  were  about 
12,000  souls  who  had  braved  the  dangers 
and  rigors  of  pioneering  to  dwell  with 
their  religious  kin. 

There  is  perhaps  no  more  thrilling 
story  of  faith  in  God,  loyalty  to  an  ideal, 
and  co-operation  with  one  another  than 
is  found  in  their  migration  and  the  found- 
ing of  Utah.  Their  long  trek  of  nearly 
1300  miles  was  filled  with  trials  and 
hardships.  Often   their  wagons  would 

break  or  upset  as  they  were  fording 
streams  and  rivers  or  making  a  road 
over   the   barren   prairie.  The   Indians 

were  often  the  cause  of  long  delays,  when 
it  would  become  necessary  to  search  for 
their  stolen  cattle.  Parley  P.  Pratt,  who 
was  the  leader  of  the  second  company,  of 
the  journey,  writes:  "  After  many  toils, 
vexations,  and  trials,  such  as  breaking 
wagons,  losing  cattle,  upsetting,  etc.,  we 
arrived  in  the  Valley  of  the  Great  Salt 
Lake    in    September,    1847.  After   we 

arrived  on  the  ground  of  Salt  Lake  City, 
we  pitched  our  tents  by  the  side  of  a 
spring  of  water;  and  after  resting  a  little, 
I  devoted  my  time  chiefly  to  building 
temporary  houses,  putting  in  crops  and 
obtaining-  fuel  from  the  mountains." 

Due  to  the  missionary  work  that  had 
been  done  in  the  British  Isles  and  Scan- 
dinavia there  were  many  converts  arriving 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Church  on  the 
Missouri  River.       The  Crimean  War  and 


the  rising  cost  of  food,  was  another 
reason  for  the  new  converts  to  endeavor 
to  go  to  their  "  Zion."  Most  of  them 
were  poor,  and  had  no  monev  with  which 
to  buy  wagons,  so  some  other  means  had 
to  be  devised.  The  handcart  was  the 
means  decided  upon,  which  consisted  of 
two  wheels  with  a  framework  covered 
with  boards  for  a  bottom.  The  frame- 
work extended  in  front  with  a  cross-bar, 
which  was  grasped  by  the  one  who  pulled. 
Some  must  push  and  some  must  pull," 
was  their  song  as  nearly  4,000  souls 
trudged  across  the  plains  between  1856 
and  1861.  Many  died  en  route  and  their 
bones  laid  mouldering  on  the  parched 
desert. 

Upon  reaching  the  valley  it  was  necess- 
ary for  them  to  plant  crops,  as  their 
provisions  were  not  sufficent  to  last 
throughout  the  snowy  winter.  The  baked 
ground  was  so  hard  that  the  plow  shares 
were  broken,  when  they  tried  to  pierce 
it,  hence  the  necessity  of  flooding  the 
ground    or    irrigating.  Thus    began   a 

new  method  of  tilling  the  soil,  which  in 
due  time  was  to  transform  the  sage-brush 
lands  into  beautiful  wheat-fields  and  gar- 
dens. But  this  transformation  was  not 
wrought    without    a    struggle.  In    the 

spring  of  1848,  some  5,000  acres  of  wheat 
and  barley  had  been  planted  in  the  valley. 
The  prospects  were  good  for  a  wonderful 
harvest,  when  in  May  or  earl)'  June 
reports  became  prevalent  that  black 
crickets  were  attacking  the  wheat  fields 
around  the  city.  At  first  the  rumour  caused 
little  commotion,  but  within  a  week 
the  crickets  had  spread  to  neighbour- 
ing fields,  and  in  a  few  days  the  devouring 
hordes  swept  down  upon  the  entire  valley, 
leaving   neither   blade    nor   leaf.  Men, 

women,  and  children  all  combined  their 
efforts  to  drive  away  or  destroy  the  pests 
but  all  to  no  avail.  At  last,  after  days 
of  fasting  and  prayer,  great  snow-white 
gulls  from  the  blue  sea  to  the  west,  with 
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wild  cries — came,  winging  their  way.  At 
first  the  stricken  people  thought  that  a 
new  pest  had  arrived,  but  they  rejoiced 
and  gave  thanks  to  God  when  they  saw 
the  gulls  devour  the  crickets  and  regur- 
gitate  and   again   go  on   devouring. 

"  The  colony  of  a  civilized  nation  which 
takes  possession  either  of  a  waste  or  of 
a  thinly  populated  country,  where  the 
natives  give  place  to  new  settlers, 
advances  more  rapidly  to  wealth  and 
greatness  than  any  other  human  society. 
The  colonists  carry  out  with  them  a 
knowledge  of  the  arts  and  agriculture. 
Thev  carry  out  with  them  a  knowledge 
of  government ;  of  the  system  of  laws  of 
their  Government.  (Smith  :  Wealth  of 
Nations.) 

Although  the  crickets  had  destroyed 
nearly  two-thirds  of  their  crops  and  they 
had  to  be  put  on  rations,  yet  they  never 
lost  faith.  They  even  became  more 
energetic  in  building  up  and  reclaiming 
the  land  that  had  lain  unused  for  so  long. 
Being  so  far  from  a  post  where  they  could 
ge;t  supplies,  of  necessity  they  had  to 
provide    their    own.  With    a    spirit   of 

industry  and  thrift  they  began  to  harness 
nature  by  providing  the  necessities  of 
food,  clothing  and  shelter.  These  rugged 
people  had  taken  with  them  a  knowledge 
of  the  arts  and  agriculture,  which  became 
the  basis  of  their  growth   and  progress. 

Soon  the  sage-brush  was  replaced  by 
waving  fields  of  golden  grain,  and  the 
small  log  cabins  by  better  houses  in  which 
to  dwell.  Schools  were  erected  as  well  as 
churches,  the  Saints  ever  careful  to  pro- 
vide a  well  rounded  education  for  all. 
In  1850  the  first  university  west  of  the 
Missouri  River  was  founded  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  known  as  the  University  of  Deseret, 
later  changed  to  the  University  of  Utah. 
Nor  were  the  Saints  without  a  means  to 
govern  themselves.  When  they  arrived 
in  the  valley,  it  was  Mexican  territory 
and  the  seat  of  their  influence  was  many 
miles  to  the  south.  Though  the  terri- 
tory came  under  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  just  two  weeks  before  gold  was 
discovered  in  California,  which  was  also 
Mexican  territory,  it  was  necessary  to 
provide  their  own  governmet.     Historians 


are  loud  in  their  praise  of  their  successful 
efforts  at  self-government. 

In  laying  out  Salt  Lake  City,  particular 
attention  was  paid  to  the  streets  and  the 
directions  the)'  should  run.  Through  the 
ingenious  wisdom  and  foresight  of  Brig- 
ham  Young  the  streets  were  to  be  16 
rods  wide  and  each  block  laid  out  in  a 
ten  acre  square.  The  wide  streets,  con- 
sidered a  huge  waste  of  space  in  those 
days  are  the  envy  of  many  cities  of  to-day. 
The  homes  were  planned  with  large  lots 
so  there  would  be  room  for  trees  and 
scrubbery  and  gardens  in  the  rear. 
Through  this  arrangement  the  city  could 
be  kept  clean  and  be  a  healthful  place  in 
which  to  live.  Mark  Twain,  on  a  visit 
to  Salt  Lake  City  about  1860,  declared 
there  was  only  one  Doctor  for  the  city's 
25,000  inhabitants,  and  that  he  was  hailed 
into  court  regularly  as  having  no  visible 
means   of   support ! 

Brigham  Young  believed  that  all  work 
and  no  play  was  not  conducive  to  the 
most  happiness,  hence  the  Salt  Lake 
Theatre  was  built,  that  old  and  young 
might  enjoy  the  pleasures  wrought  by  the 
drama. 

William  J.  Halloran  declares  Salt  Lake 
City  to  be  the  most  beautifully  situated 
city  in  the  world.  With  the  wonders  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park  on  the  north 
and  the  Picturesque  Canyons  on  the  south, 
it  is  truly  the  centre  of  Scenic  America. 

To-day,  the  intermountain  empire  of 
Western  America,  with  its  imposing 
churches,  beautiful  homes,  spacious 
schools  and  lofty  business  structures ;  its 
fertile  fields  ripe  for  the  harvest  and  its 
various  mines  of  precious  metals,  stands 
as  a  monumental  tribute  to  the  frugality 
and  industry  of  a  God-fearing  people  who 
subdued  for  civilization  this  veritable 
wilderness,  and  literally  made  the  "  desert 
blossom  as  the  rose." 


The  wild  oats  we  sow  sprout  early  and 
grow-  'fast  and  soon  send  their  roots  into 
ths  spinal  column,  until  by  and  by  we  find 
ourselves  grown  through  and  through. 
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FAITH  STILL  LIVES 


A    Non-Member's   View 


By  Dr.  Samuel  R.   Davenport,    of  Wisconsin  State  Teacher's  College. 


An  enforced  stopover  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
a  visit  to  a  dignified  shrine  at  the  San 
Diego  Exposition,  an  enlightenning  few 
minutes  at  a  Wisconsin  motion  picture 
theatre,  conversations  with  earnest 
missionaries  and  the  study  otf  a  sincere, 
inspired  record  of  a  people  have  given  me 
a  profound  impression  of  the  beauty  and 
strength  of  the  Chureh  of  Latter-day 
Saints. 

When  the  farmer  boy  in  New  York 
State  gave  to  the  world  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon I  cannot  help  but  feel  that  he  was 
responsible  for  a  vast  rejuvenation  of  re- 
ligion. His  efforts  have  given  hope  to 
thousands  of  those  who  are  proud  to  fol- 
low Christ.  If  he  left  nothing  except 
these  words — •"  Revelation  has  not  ended 
with  John  the  Apostle  " — his  memory 
would  be  worthy  to  be  enshrined.  It  is 
wonderful  for  me  to  know  that  the  works 
of  God  continued  after  the  first  twelve 
recorders  had  passed  away. 

Is    the    Book   of    Mormon    authentic? 
It   is   to  me.  Many  learned  men  have 

defended   its   factual  content.  My   ap- 

proach   has    been    from     a    far    different 
angle.  I  have  known  too  many  manu- 

scripts which  are  based  on  fact  and  all  too 
few  which  I  may  BELIEVE. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  commands  belief. 
I  have  read  its  gentle  admonitions,  its 
stern  precepts,  its  brave  prophecies  and 
its  promises  of  future  happiness  to  those 
who  keep  the  faith.  Its  simple,  direct 
language  has  meant  more  to  me  than 
complex,  sophisticated  theological  treati- 
ses. Surely,  that  which  calls  for  the  faith 
in  one  who  has  practised  daily  question- 
ing, must  always  stand  above  suspicion. 
The  Book  of  Mormon,  in  itself,  lias  shown 
that  inspiration  is  not  the  propertv  of  the 
age  in  which  Jesus  lived  and  died ;  but 
that  the  inspiration  .of  the  Son  of  Man 
has  continued  through  all  time,  through 
all  races  and  continents. 


I  believe  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  be- 
cause I  have  seen  what  it  has  done  for 
others  who  have  had  faith  in  its  teachings 
and  commandments.  Look  through  his- 
tory's pages  and  close  your  eyes.  Behold  : 
The  Cavalcade  of  Faith  ;  Partings  and 
tears  on  Pennsylvania  hillsides ;  eyes  that 
looked  up  towards  the  stars  through  a 
fog  of  encircling  hatred  on  the  Ohio ; 
martyrdom  in  Missouri;  betrayal  in  Illi- 
nois ;  stark  suffering  in  the  pilgrimage 
across  the  plains.  What  did  you  learn 
from  this?  Did  you  learn  eternal  dis- 
trust? Did  it  kill  your  love  of  your 
fellow  men?       Did  it  destroy  patriotism? 

Open  your  eyes  on  the  answer.  The 
answer  is  the  Mormon  Brigade  who  en- 
listed for  the  suppression  of  human 
slavery.  The  answer  is  free  schools  and 
well  prepared  teachers  in  every  Mormon 
community.  The  answer  is  the  co- 
operation of  the  Mormon  Church  with  the 
nation  in  times  of  need.  The  answer  is 
the  mines  and  farms  and  stores  and  banks 
of  Mormon  cities.  The  answer  is  the 

economic  self-sufficiency  of  the  Mormon 
Church  in  caring  for  its  unemployed,  its 
dependents  and  its  youth.  The  answer 
is  the  compact  Mormon  organization  in 
the  midst  ol  social  lack  of  organization. 

By  the  past  of  a  people  persecuted  ;  by 
the  present  of  a  living  Church  which  pro- 
vides an  earth  that  gives  food,  clothing 
and  shelter  to  its  communicants  to-day 
and  the  hope  of  a  Heaven  where  those 
who  love  God  and  each  other  will  be  re- 
united to-morrow — I  have  learned  that 
faith  still  lives.  And  Faith  is  a  temple 
whose  sight  is  pleasant  to  even  the  Most 
High. 

□  □  

"  The  darkest  hour  in  any  man's  life  is 
when  he  sits  down  to  plan  how  to  get 
money  without  earning  it." 

— Horace  Greelev. 
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«'  SOME  WILL  PUSH  AND  SOME  WILL   PULL." 


Among  the  great  sagas  of  the  founding 
of  Western  America,  the  story  of  the 
Handcart  pioneers  of  the  late  fifties  will 
go  down  in  history  as  perhaps  one  of  the 
greatest  displays  of  unadulterated  cour- 
age, perseverance  and  faith,  ever  known. 
As  they  trudged  across  that  great  track- 
less plain,  footsore  and  weary,  they  kept 
in  rhythm  with  the  creak  of  the  wheels 
of  their  handcarts  with  the  song,  "  Some 
will  push  and  some  will  pull."  Gentle 
women  from  the  quiet  lanes  of  English 
country  villages,  stout  hearted  men  from 
the  forge  and  field  of  the  old  world,  little 
children  who  had  heard  strange  tales  of 
the  Redman,  all  joined  in  the  "  push  and 
the  pull  "  on  to  their  goal  in  the  West. 
They  had  listened  to  the  call,  "  Break 
your  shackles — and  be  free." 

Professor  Richard  T.  Ely,  a  noted 
economist,  discusses  the  success  of  the 
Mormons  as  colonizers  and  the  reasons 
for  this  success  as  follows  : — 

"  Anything  drearier  than  the  scene 
which  must  have  greeted  them  when  they 
reached  the  valleys  among  the  mountains 
of  Utah  can  scarcely  be  imagined.  It 
was  apparently  a  desert  waste,  covered 
with  sage-brushes.  They  were  obliged 
to  depend  upon  themselves,  but  that  they 
had  the  social  cement  of  their  religion 
binding  them  together  and  bringing  about 
submission  to  the  leadership,  explain  the 
wonderful  achievements  of  the  Mormons 
in  making  the  desert  blossom  like  the 
rose,  and  bringing  modest  and  frugal 
comfort  to  their  large  following.  We 

find  in  Mormonism,  to  a  larger  degree 
than  I  have  ever  seen  in  any  other  body 
of  people,  an  illustration  of  the  individual 
who  is  willing  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the 
whole  and  it  is  a  religious  sanction  which 
impels  him  to  do  so." 

Indeed  there  was  a  social  cement 
binding  them  together  and  each  of  these 
humble  pioneers  was  willing  to  sacrifice 
himself  if  need  be  for  the  cause  of  Truth. 
One  can  picture  these  handcart  companies 
reaching  the  mountain  passes  of  the  mas- 
sive  Rockies   and   through    the   concerted 


efforts  of  father,  mother,  brother,  sister 
and  also  neighbor,  the  handcart  contain- 
ing all  its  owner's  worldly  possessions 
was  "  pushed  and  pulled  "  to  the  summit. 
What  patience,  what  unselfishness,  what 
a  display  of  brotherly  love  was  shown 
under  such  trying  conditions.  Oh,  how 
the  hearts  of  these  converts  to  the  new 
faith  must  have  swelled  with  love  for  each 
other.  What  comfort  was  extended  in 
those  hours  of  sorrow  when  a  loved  one 
wTas  left  in  an  unknown  grave  along  the 
wayside. 

We  are  told  that  Alexander  The  Great, 
at  the  zenith  of  his  power,  sat  down  and 
wept  because  there  were  no  more  worlds 
to  conquer.  We,   moderns,   sometimes 

feel  that  we  are  handicapped  because 
there  are  no  longer  desert  wastes  and 
unknown  lands  to  pioneer.  We  still  have 
our  souls  to  conquer  and  we  all  have 
many  experiences  in  life  to  meet  which 
need  the  spirit  and  faith  of  the  pioneer 
to   solve.  The   world   needs   the   same 

courage,  perseverance  and  faith  as  was 
shown  by  the  handcart  pioneers. 

We,  too-,  are  pioneers  in  giving  the 
world  the  true  conception  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ,  in  teaching  "  the  abund- 
ant life,"  in  bringing  joy  to  the  hearts 
of  men  and  women.  The  same  religious 
sanction  impells  us,  as  did  the  pioneers, 
to  be  willing  to  make  sacrifice  for  the 
Truth.  We,  too,  can  reach  the  summit 
of  achievement  in  the  South  African 
Mission  if  we  will  do  our  individual  part 
and  sing  "  Some  will  push  and  some  will 
pull."  If,  however,  some  of  us  act  as 
a  drag  to  the  work,  continually  find  fault, 
criticize,  scandalize,  sulk,  and  refuse  to 
catch  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  then  we 
are  but  retarding  and  making  it  difficult 
for  those  who  are  willing  to  "  push  and 
pull  "  and  creating  a  dead  weight  block- 
ing the  wheels  of  progress. 

May  we  of  the  new  generation  catch 
the  spirit  of  these  great  men  and  women 
and  be  numbered  with  those  of  whom  it 
is  said,  "  Some  Will  Push  and  Some 
Will   Pull." 

LeGrand  P.   Backman. 
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BENEATH  THE  SURFACE 

By  Conrey  Bryson. 
A  Short  Short  Story 


Mac,  head  bellboy  at  the  Chalmers,  took 
the  steps  three  at  a  time,  grumbling  all 
the  way. 

"  Grouchy  old  bear.  Tenth  time  in  an 
hour  I've  raced  up  here  to  wait  on  him. 
And  swell  thanks  !       Not  even  a  dime." 

He  entered  the  room  without  knocking. 
Mart  Rowan,  grain  king,  was  too  busy 
just  now  to  be  bothered  with  formalities. 
At  ten  the  next  morning,  bids  would  be 
closed  for  the  biggest  government  grain 
contract  in  history. 

"  You  sent  for  me —  "  Mac  began. 

Rowan  snapped  his  orders,  "  Six  pen- 
cils, soft  leads.  Ice  water.  Get  me  all 
the  plane  and  train  schedules  ;  and  hurry 
up.       What  are  you  waiting  for?  " 

As  Mac  turned  to  leave,  the  telephone 
rang. 

"  Answer  that!  "  Rowan  commanded. 

When  Mac  turned  from  the  phone,  his 
face  was  blanched. 

"  It's  the  Memorial  Hospital,  sir.  Mr. 
Gardner  has  had  an  emergency  operation. 
Ruptured  appendix.  He  may  not  re- 
cover, and  he  wants  to  see  you." 

Rowan  jumped,  scattering  papers  and 
telegrams  to  the  floor.  "  It's  a  trick," 
he  stormed.  "My  chance  to  beat  him  once 
more,  and  he's  got  a  ruptured  appendix  ! 
Well,  call  a  taxi.  You  come  along.  Bring 
these  papers — and  these." 

Many  times  during  the  wild  ride  to  the 
hospital,  Rowan  twisted  his  lips  to  a  hall 
sneer  and  muttered  the  name  "  Nelson 
Gardner."       That  was  all. 

Years  ago,  it  had  been  different.  Mart 
Rowan  and  Nelson  Gardner,  irrepressible 
and  inseparable  high-school  graduates, 
had  started  with  a  cart,  a  bony  horse,  and 
lift}'  sacks  of  grain.  When  the  war  came 
they  saw  the  opportunity  of  a  lifetime. 
They  bought  grain  with  all  the  money  they 
could  raise,  beg  or  borrow.  Then  Nel- 
son Gardner  was  called  to  the  colours. 
Rowan  stayed  behind  because  of  a  physi- 
cal handicap — stayed  behind  and  sold 
grain  at  unheard  of  prices.  The  day  that 
saw  the  completion  of  Gardner's  service 
to  his   country,    saw   Mart   Rowan   firmlv 


established  as  the  country's  leading  grain 
merchant. 

Rowan  had  awaited  anxiously  his  part- 
ner's return,  but  success  and  war  had 
changed  them  both.  They  failed  to  agree 
on  any  policy,  and  their  quarrels  grew 
bitter   and   frequent.  Finally,    Gardner 

stalked  from  the  office,  pausing  at  the 
door   to   hurl   a  parting   shaft   at   Rowan. 

"  All  right,  Mart.  You're  on  top,  now. 
Some  day  you'll  learn  that  there  are  more 
important  things  in  life  than  the  mighty 
dollar." 

Passing  years  found  the  two  men  en- 
gaged in  the  bitterest  competition.  No 
word  passed  between  them.  The  story 
of  their  difference  was  well  known  to  the 
staff  at  the  Chalmers,  where  Gardner  was 
liked  as  much  as  Rowan  was  disliked. 

Rowan  strode  guickly  to  the  bed  w  here 
Gardner  lay  breathing  faintly.  Rowan 

cleared  his  throat,  and  Gardner  opened  his 
eyes  and  smiled  weakly. 

"  Mart!  "      he      whispered.  "  You 

came. " 

Yes.  I'm  sorry  about  you.  Is  there 
anything  I  can  do?  " 

The  sick  man  failed  to  notice  the  im- 
patience in  Rowan's  voice. 

"  There  is,  Mart.  I'd  like  you  to  call 
the  L.D.S.  Mission  here  and  ask  a  couple 
of  the  Elders  to  come." 

Rowan  stood  up  straight  and  looked  out 
the   window.  Mac   watched   him,    while 

the  clock  in  the  hallway  was  ticking  away 
the  precious  minutes  before  the  closing  of 
the  grain  bids.  After  a  long  moment, 
the  grain   king,    who   had   termed    religion 

a  lot  of  bunk,"  turned  and  walked  to 
the   telephone   in    the   hallwav. 

All  the  while  the  missionaries  were  in 
the  room,  Mac's  eyes  were  upon  Rowan, 
who  stood  with  head  bowed,  jaws  firm, 
silent. 

Maybe  the  old  boy's  got  a  heart  after 
all,"  he  mused. 

When     the     Elders    had    gone,     Rowan 
crossed  to  the  bed  to  Gardner,  but  the  sick- 
man  had  fallen  into  a  deep  sleep.       Rowan 
(Continued   on   page  96.) 
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WOMEN'S  PLACE  IN  THE  CHURCH 


By  Amy  Brown  Lyman. 


One  of  the  most  important  inspirational 
movements  inaugurated  by  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  was  the  official  recognition 
of  the  women  in  the  Church.  When  the 
Church  was  only  twelve  years  old  the 
women  were  given  an  organization  which 
furnished  opportunity  for  self  expression, 
for  the  exercise  of  their  humanitarian  in- 
stincts, and  for  spiritual  and  intellectual 
development. 

This  was  especially  remarkable  because 
it  came  at  a  time  when  there  were  no 
women's  clubs,  or  patriotic  societies  and 
only  a  few  sewing  circles  here  and  there; 
when  women  had  no  standing  anywhere 
in  the  world ;  when  married  women  passed 
under  the  tutelage  of  their  husbands  and 
had  no  property  rights,  could  not  hold 
property,  and  could  not  spend  their  own 
wages  without  the  husband's  consent; 
when  they  had  no  legal  rights  in  their  own 
children;  when  they  could  not  testify  in 
a  court  of  law  even  though  they  could  be 
convicted  of  a  crime  by  that  same  court ; 
when  no  woman  anywhere  in  the  world 
could  vote  ;  and  there  was  only  one  college 
in  the  United  States  which  would  admit 
women  students. 

In  1840,  two  years  before  the  Relief 
Society  was  organized,  when  three  Ameri- 
can women  came  to  London  as  delegates 
to  the  anti-slavery  convention,  there  was 
deep  concern  among  officials  of  the  con- 
ference as  to  what  to  do  about  the  matter. 
It  was  almost  unthinkable  that  these 
women  should  sit  in  a  convention  with 
men.  It  was  even  hinted  that  they  must 
be  forward,  arrogant  females.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  women,  who  were  headed  by 
the  gentle  Quakeress,  Lucretia  Mott,  and 
after  a  day's  debate,  it  was  finally  de- 
cided that  they  might  sit  in  the  conven- 
tion hall,  but  it  must  be  in  a  balcony  be- 
hind a  curtain  or  screen  where  they  could 
hear  the  discussion  but  could  not  be  seen. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  passing  that 
ninety-six  years  later,  on  3rd  December, 
1936,  in  the  great  EngUsh  Parliament,  a 
woman  member,  Miss  Horsburgh,  who 
had  been  selected  to  do  so,  very  eloquently 
moved  that  a  humble  address  be  presented 


to  His  Majesty  the  King  thanking  him  for 
his  gracious  speech  from  the  Throne. 

Ninety-five  years  ago  (17th  March, 
1842)  the  Relief  Society  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  was 
organized  by  Joseph  Smith,  who  was  ac- 
companied to  the  initial  meeting  by  John 
Taylor   and   Willard    Richards.  There 

were  present  on  this  occasion  eighteen 
women  who  had  been  specially  invited  to 
attend  and  who  thus  formed  the  charter 
membership. 

In  our  mind's  eye  we  can  picture  those 
women  on  this  occasion.  They  must  have 
been  filled  with  wonder,  hope  and  ex- 
pectation, for  this  was  a  real  innovation. 
And  as  we  see  them  walking  through  the 
streets  of  the  young  and  flourishing  city 
of  Nauvoo,  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
great  Mississippi  River,  or  sitting  in  this 
organization  meeting,  we  observe  that 
they  are  dressed  in  full  skirts  reaching  to 
the  floor,  tight  bodices  with  long  sleeves, 
with  such  outer  wraps  as  mantuas  and 
paisley  shawls,  with  straw  or  shirred  silk 
bonnets  trimmed  both  outside  and  inside 
with  flowers,  and  with  black  or  white 
mitts  on  their  hands. 

The  Prophet  explained  the  object  and 
aim  of  the  Relief  Society  as  follows  : — 
To  manifest  benevolence  irrespective 
of  creed  or  nationality ;  to  care  for  the 
poor,  the  sick  and  unfortunate ;  to 
minister  where  death  reigns  ;  to  assist 
in  correcting  the  morals  and  strengthen- 
ing the  virtues  of  community  life;  to 
raise  human  life  to  its  highest  level;  to 
elevate  and  enlarge  the  scope  of 
women's  activities  and  conditions ;  to 
foster  love  for  religion,  education,  cul- 
ture and  refinement ;  to  develop  faith  ; 
to  save  souls  ;  to  study  and  teach  the 
Gospel. 

By  these  objects  and  aims  we  realize 
the  founder  had  in  mind  a  preventive, 
constructive  welfare  and  educational  pro- 
gramme for  the  society. 

Joseph  Smith  then  gave  instructions  on 
how  they  were  to  proceed  with  their 
work.  And  these  instructions  were  neces- 
sary, for  these  women  had  never  preached 
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or  prayed  in  public  and  had  no  experi- 
ence whatever  in  organization  work.  He 
recommended  to  them  that  they  conduct 
all  meetings  according  to  Parliamentary 
proceedings. 


Amy  Brown  Lyman. 

The  storv  of  the  women's  Relief  Society 
of  Latter-day  Saint  Church,  its  organiza- 
tion, growth,  and  present-day  position,  is 
related  in  this  interesting  article  by  Sister 
Amy  Brown  Lyman,  who  is  first  counsellor 
in  its  General  Presidency.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  she  is  also  consulting  advisor  for 
women's  auxiliaries  in  the  European 
Missions  and  the  first  to  represent  the 
general  presidency  in  Europe.  Proof  of 

the  high  position  the  Relief  Society  holds 
among  women's  organizations  is  shown  in 
the  positions  which  Sister  Lyman  alone  has 
held  in  the  National  Council  of  Women  of 
the  United  States.  At  various  times  she 
has  served  as  auditor,  secretary,  and  third 
vice  president.  Last  Autumn  she  attended 
the  International  Counncil  of  Women  in 
Dubrovnik,  Yueioslavia  as  one  of  the  official 
delegates  of  the  United  States  National 
Council. 


At  this  early  meeting  employment  was 
featured  and  plans  were  made  for  an  ex- 
change of  labour.  There  was  much  work 
for  the  Relief  Society  even  in  those  early 
days.  There  were  such  problems  as  un- 
employment,   housing    of   new    residents, 


sickness      (due      to      the      prevalence      of 
Malaria),   and  transportation. 

The  Nauvoo  Relief  Society  women  a 
few  years  later  became  the  Pioneer 
women  of  the  Great  Plains,  now  without 
regular  meetings,  but  filled  with  the  spirit 
of  their  work  and  carrying  it  on  individu- 
ally, for  there  was  plenty  to  do  on  those 
perilous  journeys.  Tiny  were  brave  and 
courageous  and  more  than  willing  to  help 
blaze  the  trails  across  the  great  American 
desert    to    found    an    empire    in    the    West. 

As  Pioneer  life  in  Utah  developed  into 
village  life,  in  each  town  and  hamlet  there 
was  established  a  local  unit  of  the  society. 

On  its  fiftieth  anniversary,  the  member- 
ship was  '25,300;  and  its  seventy-fifth,  it 
was  45,339;  and  on  its  ninety-fifth,  it  is 
72,093.  From  the  small  beginning  the 
Relief  Society  has  grown  until  to -day  it 
circules  the  globe.  It  has  branches  in 
forty-four  of  the  forty-eight  slates  of  the 
Union,  in  Canada,  in  Mexico,  in  most  of 
the  European  countries,  in  Asia  Minor, 
South  Africa,  and  the  Pacific  Islands. 
In  all  there  are  744  branches  and  the  pre- 
sent membership  is  72,903. 

The  organization  carries  forward  two 
great  programmes;  namely,  Welfare  and 
Education.  In  its  welfare  work  the 
society  belongs  to  the  family  group,  de- 
voting its  efforts  to  family  work  in  all  its 
phases.  It  seeks  the  promotion  of  nor- 
mal life  for  the  family  and  the  community. 
its  aim  is  family  protection,  family  con- 
versation, and  when  necessarv  family 
rehabilitation. 

In  its  educational  activities  the  society 
has  inaugurated  a  programme  of  adult 
education  which  is  featured  in  weekly 
meetings  held  in  its  744  branches,  with 
tlie  entire  membership  of  the  organization 
— 72,093  women — participating.  The  pro- 
gramme is  uniform  throughout  the 
organization,  so  that  on  a  given  Tuesday 
of  the  month  the  same  lesson  is  being 
taught  in  all  the  branches  throughout  the 
world,  in  thirteen  languages. 

On  this,  the  ninety-fifth  birthday  of  the 
Relief  Society,  let  all  the  members  join 
in  the  expression — all  honour  to  the  Pro- 
phet Joseph  Smith,  first  for  recognition  of 
women,  and  secondly  for  his  faith  in 
women  as  demonstrated  bv  his  willing- 
ness to  give  them  opportunity. 
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Mission   News 

CAPE   DISTRICT. 
Elder   Dee   R.    Parkinson,    District   President, 

"  Cumorah,"    Main   Road,   Mowbray. 

Elders    Robert    R.    Child,    Brent    M.    Palmer, 

0.   Claron  Alldredge,  Crant   B.   Hodgson  and 

Harold  M.  M.  Lund. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45    p.m. 

President  LeGrand  P'.  Backman  and 
Elder  Dee  R.  Parkinson  left  May  17th, 
for  a  trip  around  the  District.  They 
returned  on  the  19th  elated  with  the 
condition  and  progress  of  the  church 
there.  They  are  indeed  grateful  for  the 
many  kindnesses  extended  to  them  by  the 
many  members  and  friends. 

An  illustrated  lecture,  "  Temples  of 
Modern  Israel,"  was  presented  by  Elder 
O.  Claron  Alldredge  May  26th,  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Len  Taylor  in  Sea  Point. 
A  splendid  receptive  audience  attended. 

Two  lovely  cottage  meetings  have  been 
held  during  the  past  month.  Sister  Annie 
Seager's  home  in  Glencairn  was  the  scene 
of  the  first,  and  Sister  Len  Taylor  was 
hostess  to  the  second.  A  fine  attendance 
and   a   sweet  spirit  prevailed   at  each. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Rosa  and 
Marie  Herbst  from  Paarl  as  week-end 
guests  at  Cumorah.  We  enjoyed  their 
stay    very    much. 

The  Cumo;rah  Mixed  Chorus  sang 
several  selections  at  the  special  service 
at   Goodwood,    Sunday,    May    30th. 

On  Union  Day,  May  31st,  the  Bee 
Hive  Girls,  under  the  leadership  of  Sisters 
Dora  Goodrich  and  Edith  Wiid,  enjoyed 
a  delightful  hike  to  the  waterfall  at  the 
foot  of  Devil's  Peak. 

Through  the  loss  of  his  left  hand,  our 
deepest  sympathy  goes  out  to  Brother 
Cecil  Harris.  It  had  been  troubling  him 
for  sometime  and  was  amputated  June 
1st.  We  wish  him  a  speedy  recovery 
from  the  operation. 

Our  sincere  good  wishes  go  with 
Brother  and  Sister  W.  H.  Hobbs  who 
have  now  made  their  home  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. 

"  Happy  Birthday,"  was  sung  for 
Elder   Harold   M.    H.   Lund's  22nd  anni- 


versary, Saturday,  June  5th.  May  your 
righteous  endeavours  be  crowned  with 
success.  We  also  extend  greetings  to 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Rankin  who  passed  another 
milestone  June  9th.  May  you  enjoy 
many  more. 

Semi-Annual  Conference  hi  .d  June  6th, 
at  Cumorah,  with  Elder  Dee  R  Parkinson 
presiding,  was  the  best  attended  Con- 
ference to  date.  President  LeGrand  P. 
Backman  presented  and  inaugurated  the 
building  programme  which  was  enthusi- 
astically received.  At  the  general  ses- 
sion, the  Cumorah  Mixed  Chorus,  under 
the  direction  of  Elder  O.  Claron  All- 
dredge, presented  the  sacred  pageant, 
"  The  Light  of  Truth,"  which  was 
arranged  and  compiled  by  President  Le 
Grand  P.  Backman.  An  overflowing 
crowd  attended  to  conclude  another 
splendid  Conference. 

Brother  and  Sister  James  Buchanan 
and  small  son  left  June  12th,  for  a  holi- 
day up-country.  Enjoy  your  stay,  but 
hurry  back.' 

To  our  many  friends  we  say  "Thanks" 
for  the  many  kindnesses  extended  to  us 
during  the  past  month. 


DURBAN  NEWS. 

Elder  Win.  A.  Sorenson, 

District  President. 

Elders  Omer  J.   Smith,    Dale  A.    Wilcox, 

Dean  A.   Ellsworth. 

Durban  meetings  held  at  Perla  Siedle 
Studio,  Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel 
Streets.  Sunday  School,  10.30  a.m.  Evening 
Service,  7  p.m. 

Pietermaritzburg  meetings  held  at  Good 
Templars'  Hall,  Longmarket  Street.  Evening 
Service,  7  p.m. 

We  were  very  happy  to  report  that 
Sister  Dave  Greenberg,  who  has  been  ill 
in  Addington  Hospital,  is  home  once  more 
and  feeling  well.  Our  prayers  are  with 
her  for  a  complete  recovery. 

To  Sister  Wade,  of  Jacobs,  we  say 
"  Happy  Birthday."  At  a  lovely  dinner 
at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  28th  May, 
the  Elders  and  her  many  friends  enjoyed  a 
pleasant  afternoon.  May  she  enjoy  health 
and  untold  happiness. 

Elder  Win.  A.  Sorenson  attended  the 
services,   30th   May,   at   Pietermaritzburg. 
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He  returned  encouraged  with   the  condi- 
tions in  that  Branch. 

Brother  Evan  P.  Wright  paid  the  Dur- 
ban Branch  a  short  visit,  31st  May.  As 
usual  he  showered  upon  the  Elders  many 
kindnesses. 

Once  again  that  wonderful  organization, 
the  Relief  Society  has  swung  into  action. 
Thus  far  it  has  been  well  attended  and 
the  Sisters,  as  well  as  the  Elders,  arc  de- 
termined to  make  it  a  success. 

Wedding  Bells  rang  4th  June  when 
Sister  {Catherine  Seaward  and  Mr.  Trevor 
Harris  said  "  I  do."  May  they  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  married  life. 

More  Wedding  Bells  resounded  the  fol- 
lowing day  as  Sister  Phyllis  Trestrail  and 
Percy  Scott  began  their  voyage  on  the  Sea 
of  Matrimony.  May  their  marriage  be 
a  continued  happy  life. 

6th  June  marked  the  first  of  a  series  of 
what  we  hope  to  be  monthly  meetings  at 
the  home  of  Sisters  Wade  and  Sweeney, 
of  Jacobs.  The  spirit  of  the  Gospel  which 
radiates  throughout  this  fine  home  was 
present  and  a  very  enjoyable  testimony 
meeting  was  held. 

FLASH !     FLASH ! 

To  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Durban  Branch  we  wish  to  extend  a 
hearty  invitation  to  the  Annual  Pioneer 
Social  to  be  held  21st  July. 

RESERVE  THIS  DATE  FOR  US  ! 


PIETERMARITZBURG. 

Elder  Omer  J.  Smith. 
Eider  Dean  A.   Ellsworth. 

Services:  7  p.m.,  Good  Templers'  Hall, 
Longmarket  Street. 

Elders  Smith  and  Ellsworth  were 
guests  for  three  nights  and  two  days  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ivan  Arbuckle, 
at  Underburg.  They  were  warmed  to  the 
heart  with  'lie  hospitality  offered  bv  the 
people  of  tl  is  district. 

Brother  G.  H.  Foster  from  Pinetown, 
was  a  visitor  at  Pietermaritzburg  Branch 
en  the  15th  May. 

Seven  lai  lern  lectures  were  given  this 
month.  T  e  most  popular  slide  was 
"  Scenic  Views  of  Western  America." 
which  was  shown  at  the  homes  of  Mrs. 
Nielson,  Mrs.  MacFarlane  and  Mrs. 
Carrv  Smith.  Other  lectures  were  given 
at  Sister  McCathie's  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Robertson':     homes.        We    also    held    an 


interesting  lecture  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Combrink  after  which  all  entered  in- 
to a  discussion  of  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  as  taught  by  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

We  art-  very  happy  to  welcome  Mrs. 
Hannah  MrCathie,  who  in  compliance 
with  the  Lord's  command  was  recently 
baptised.  Sister  McCathie  is  the  first 
convert  to  the  Church  in  Pietermaritz- 
burg. May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  rest 
richly  upon  her  to  guide  her  in  paths  of 
truth   and   ripteousness. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 

Elder  Ross  D.  Benson,  District  President. 
Elder  Joseph   R.   Meservy. 

Services:  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm  Street, 
Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

During  the  past  month,  we  have  been 
favoured  with  surprise  visits  from  Elder 
Brent  M.  Palmer,  en  route  from  Durban 
to  Cape  Town,  and  Elder  W.  Dean 
Taylor,  who  made  a  week-end  trip  from 
East  London.  Bringing  greetings  from 
the  members  of  their  respective  branches, 
they  unloaded  much  cheer  and  encourage- 
ment at  Port  Elizabeth.  Elder  Taylor 
attended  the  meetings  on  Sunday,  30th 
May,  delivering  a  splendid  address  at  the 
evening   service. 

The  Relief  Society  is  doing  things  fast ! 
This  was  demonstrated  at  a  couple  of 
"  Pound  Nights,"  at  which  funds  were 
raised   for   charitable   purposes. 

Illness  has  played  a  part  among  us. 
However,  at  present,  branch  members  and 
friends  are  all  enjoying  good  health. 
Our  Branch  President,  Brother  R.  K.  F. 
Dollar,  made  a  splendid  recovery  after 
being  seriously  attacked  by  ptomaine 
poisoning.  We   are   grateful   that   our 

Heavenly  Father  has  spared  him.  We 
rejoice  with  the  Morten  family  over  the 
recovery  of  Mrs.  Morten,  who  has  been 
severely  ill  with  pneumonia.  Sister  S. 
Humphries  is  also  feeling  better  than  she 
has   felt   for   some   time. 

(Continued  from  pae;e  95.) 

Lane,  and  Elders  Lincoln  W.  Kener  and 
V.  Jay  Allen  attended  a  garden  partv 
at  Burgers  Park,  given  by  the  Mayor 
and  Mayoress  of  Pretoria  in  honour  of  the 
Governor-General  and  Ladv  Duncan. 
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TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 

Elder  Ray  F.   Marsh,   District   President. 

Elders  Lincoln  W.  Kener,  John  F.  Reynolds, 

Jack  H.  Bradshaw,  Timothy  H.  Irons,  Frank 

W.    Duncan,    Victor    J.    Allen,    and    Harold 

Dean  Jensen. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  ;  M.I. A. 
meeting  held  Tuesday  at  8  p.m.  j  Relief 
Society  and  Priesthood  meetings  held  on 
Thursday  at  8  p.m. ;  Primary  on  Wednesday 
at  3  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20,  Petunia  Street, 
Rosettenville :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer. 
Waterval  Estate :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
6.00   p.m. 

Springs  Branch,  "  Castle  Mansions  "  : 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Pretoria  Branch,  173,  Church  Street,  East. 
Poynton's  Building:  Sunday  at  7.30  p.m. 

Ramah  News. 

Thanks  to  the  M.I. A.  officers  for  that 
good  picnic  they  gave  us  at  Gleneagles  on 
Monday,  24th  May.  O.  Layton  Alldredge 
was  responsible  for  the  clever  games,  the 
sporty  relays  and  the  rollicking  contests. 

The  primary  children,  50  strong,  came 
partying  at  Ramah  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, 26th  May.  That's  the  way,  they 
told  Sister  D.  Banfield,  how  they  have 
appreciated  her  untiring  efforts  as  one  of 
their  instructors.  The  Banfield  family  has 
moved  to  Krugersddrp,  we  are  sorry,  but 
hope  they  will  be  happy. 

Brother  and  Sister  Savage  and  family 
left  for  their  home  in  California,  29th 
May.  We  have  enjoyed  their  stav  and 
wish  them  every  success  in  the  future. 

Sister  Muriel  Barnes  and  her  husband 
left  for  Durban,  11th  June.  We  are  sorry 
to  have  them  leave,  but  wish  them  much 
happiness  in  theiV  new  surroundings. 

The  M.I. A.  had  one  rolling  good  time 
at  the  skating  rink,  1st  June,  after 
Mutual.  "  Leather  Medal  Awards  " 
went  to   encourage  beginners. 

Tuesday  night,  25th  May,  the  M.I. A. 
was  transformed  into  a  Hollywood  Make- 
Up  Salon.  Society  and  character  make- 
ups were  demonstrated  to  fifty  enthu- 
siastic "  extras  on  the  set." 

A  hearty  welcome  to  Brother  and  Sister 


Dick  Jakins  and  their  fine  son  from 
Springs.       Good  luck  in  the  new  work. 

The  McTaggart  family  from  Bloem- 
fontein  has  now  moved  to  Johannesburg. 
We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  them  to 
our  district  and  hope  they  will  be  able  to 
mingle  often  with  us. 

Brother  E.  Lester  has  arrived  from 
Durban.  We  are  glad  to  have  him  with 
us  and  hope  his  stay  will  be  long. 

"  Play  Try-outs  "  for  the  M.I.A.  Re- 
lief Society  Concert  turned  Monday  night, 
7th  June,  into  a  most  unusual  and  inter- 
esting evening.  A  group  of  forty  came 
to  enjoy  the  new  thrill.  Miss  Elsie 
Salomon,  Johannesburg's  charming  and 
well-known  dramatist,  critic  and  play 
producer,  was  here  to  select  the  casts  for 
the  two  one -act  plays.  Her  task  was  a 
difficult  one — she  accomplished  it  well. 
Rehearsals  are  now  in  full  swing.  Re- 
serve the  CONCERT  DATES. 

A  happy,  jovial  group  danced  once 
again  to  the  good  music  of  Brother  M. 
OVton  on  the  night  of  the  18th.  The 
"  Ramah  Relief  Society  "  again! 

So  many  people  have  helped  to  beautify 
and  modernize  "  Ramah  "  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  space  to  mention  names. 
For  your  splendid  support  we  thank  you 
and  hope  you  continue  to  enjoy  the  im- 
provements. 

Sisters  Grobbelaar  and  Maennel  have 
been  ill  for  some  time.  They  are  now 

much  improved  and  enjoying  a  two- 
weeks'  stay  at  the  Otto  Beit  Convalescent 
Home. 

Ou'r  District  Primary  Supervisor,  Sister 
R.    van    Rooyen,    is   confined    to    her   bed 
with  an  unusual  illness.     Our  prayers  go 
out  to  her  for  a  complete  recovery. 
Grand  Concert,  14th,  15th  and  16th  July. 

Thanks  for  all  gifts,  invitations  and 
lovely  dinners. 


Liahona. 


Elder  Jack  H.  Bradshaw. 
Elder  Victor  J.  Allen. 


The  elders  have  brought  new  life  and 
hope  to  all  in  Liahona.  Prospects  are 
splendid  for  a  fine  Branch  Primary,  a 
peppy  Relief  Society  and  added  Sunday 
attendance. 

District  Conference,  18th  July. 
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Watch  for: 

Ramah  Chorus. 
Gold  and  Green  Ball. 
Relief  Society  Bazaar. 

Springs. 

Elder  Harold  Dean  Jensen. 
Elder  John  F.  Reynolds. 

Sunday,  9th  May,  Brother  William  H. 
Brummer  blessed  the  two  new  Phillips 
arrivals,  Bertram  Edward,  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  B.  E.  Phillips,  who  was  born 
3'rd  August,  1936,  and  Maureen  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  D. 
Phillips,  born  2nd  January,  1937. 
Choicest  blessings  upon  them. 

Sister  Eileen  Phillips  has  been  very  ill 
for  some  time.  Our  faith  and  prayers 
are  given  on  her  behalf  for  a  complete 
recovery. 

A  large  crowd  attended  the  special 
Mother's  Day  service  held  23rd  May. 
Elders  Jensen  and  Marsh  gave  the  ad- 
dresses and  Elder  Marsh  played  a  piano 
solo. 

The  Relief  Society  sponsored  a  very 
enjoyable  Basket  Evening  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  van  Mollendorff, 
Thanks  to  those  who  helped  to  make  it 
such  a  success. 

The  added  interest  being  shown  in  the 
branch  is  most  encouraging.  Attendance 
at  meetings  is  increasing  steadily.  We 
are  busy  and  happy. 

A  hearty  welcome  is  extended  to  the 
Futter  family  from  East  London.  We 
hope  they  will  all  be  happy  in  their  new 
home.  Their  help  in  the  branch  is  a  great 
advantage  to  us. 

Slogan:  "  Let  us  meet  at  the  TRANS- 
VAAL DISTRICT  CONFERENCE." 

Waterval. 

A  splendid  Mother's  Day  programme 
was  sponsored  on  Sunday,  23rd  May.  It 
was  enjoyed  by  a  large  group.  The 
mothers  were  presented  with  beautiful 
carnations  and   a  souvenir. 

The  branch  is  progressing  nicelv  and 
the  workers  are  willing  and  enthusiastic. 
We  wish  them  plenty  of  success. 

Branch  President,  Brother  J.  P.  Brum- 
mer, has  been  suffering  from  bronchitis 
the  past  few  weeks.  Our  pravers  are 
with  him  for  a  speedy  recovery. 


The  lovely  baby,  Janet  Geneve,  of 
Brother  and  Sister  William  H.  Brummer, 
born  29th  June,  1936,  was  blessed  by 
Brother  Brummer,  6th  June,  1937.  May 
the  blessings  of  heaven  be  in  their  home. 

Pretoria. 

Elder   Lincoln   W.    Kener. 
Elder  Timothy  H.  Irons. 

With  several  gospel  friends  in  attend- 
ance, an  illustrated  lecture,  "  Forgotten 
Empires  "  was  presented  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Sanders,  May  14th. 
On  May  20th,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heuer,  West  End,  the  same  lecture 
was  held.  Seventeen  friends  were  in 
attendance,  and  they  learned  much  con- 
cerning America's  early  civilization. 
Friday  May  21st,  the  household  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fox,  West  End,  along  with 
many     friends,     witnessed     the     lecture, 

Down  Pioneer  Trails."  Fifteen  were 
in  attendance. 

Elders  Kener  and  Allen  spent  a  very 
interesting  evening  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Smith.  After  discussing 
the  gospel  games  were  played  which  all 
enjoyed. 

The  Benoni  Elders,  Jensen  and  Duncan 
were  the  guests  of  Pretoria  on  Empire 
Day.  A  very  interesting  and  enjoyable 
time  was  spent  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Lane. 

A  surprise  visit  was  made  to  Pretoria 
by  our  District  President,  Ray  F.  Marsh, 
Elder  Duncan  and  Brother  and  Sister  O. 
Layton  Alldredge.  Picking-  up   Elders 

Allen  and  Kener  they  continued  their 
journey  to  Hartebeestepoort  Dam  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
Thanks  to  Brother  and  Sister  Alldredge 
for  helping  us  enjoy  Union  Day. 

"  Many  happy  returns  of  the  day  " 
were  plentiful  on  June  4th,  as  Thommy 
Sanders   celebrated   his    12th    birthday. 

Elder  Timothy  H.  Irons  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  Pretoria  for  a  few  weeks. 

Saturday  Night  June  5th,  Elders  Kener 
and  Irons  gave  a  campfire  partv  to  the 
Pretoria  Sunday  School.  Many  choice 
games  and  songs  were  enjoyed.  Topping 
the  evening  off  everyone  ate  hot  dogs, 
cake  and  toasted  marshmallows. 

Wednesday,  26th  May,  Sister  Irene 
(Continued  on  page  93.) 
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EAST  LONDON. 

Elder  Harlan  W.  Clark,  District  President. 
Elder  W.  Dean  Taylor. 

Meetings  held  at  South  African  Labour 
Party  Hall,  38,  Union  Street,  Sundays  at  10 
a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

We  arc  sorry  to  report  that  Brother 
and  Sister  Futter  and  family  have  left  to 
make  their  home  in  Johannesburg.  They 
departed  on  the  17th  May.  May  they  find 
joy  and  happiness  in  their  new  home. 

'Brother  B.  A.  Jelliman  and  family  left 
Ganubie  to  make  their  home  in  the  East- 
ern Transvaal.  May  they  enjoy  happiness 
and  success  also. 

The  auxiliary  wheel  of  our  branch  be- 
gan turning  once  again  when  on  21st  May 
the  main  cog,  the  Relief  Society,  swung 
into  action.  The  'following  officers  were 
chosen  and  sustained  :  Sister  Maud  Jub- 
ber,  President;  Sister  Phyllis  Armstrong, 
1st  Counsellor;  and  Sister  Susan  Lessing, 
/2nd   Counsellor.  May   we   all   put   our 

shoulders  together  and  push  as  one  on 
this  all-important  wheel. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  George 
Rogers,  Elder  Taylor  made  a  trip  to  Port 
Elizabeth  by  car  over  the  LInion  Day 
week-end.  He  reports  favourable  condi- 
tions in  that  branch. 


FOR  YOUR  SCRAPBOOK. 

Values  of  Life. 

Supposing  to-day  were  your  last  day  on 
earth  ; 
The    last    mile    of    the    journey    you've 
trod  ; 
After  all  your  struggles  how  much  are  _\oa 
worth  ? 
How  much  can  you  take  home  to  God? 

Don't  count  as  possessions  your  silver  or 
gold  ; 

For  to-morrow  you  leave  them  behind  ; 
And  all  that  is  yours  to  have  and  to  hold, 

Are  the  blessings  you've  given  mankind. 

Just  what  have  you  done  as  vou  journeyed 
along  ; 
That  was  really  and  truly  worth  while? 
Do  you  think  your  good  deeds  would  offset 
the  wrong? 
Could   you   look   o'er   your   life   with    a 
smile? 


We  are  only  supposing,  hut  if  it  were  real, 
And  you  invoiced  your  deeds  since  your 
birth  ; 
And    you    figured    the    "  profits  "    you've 

made  in   life's  deal  ; 
How  much  are  you  really  worth? 

— Anonymous. 

(Continued   from   page  89.) 

stood  watching  him  a  moment.  Suddenly 
he  Strode  to  the  closet  and  took  from 
Gardner's  coat  the  key  to  the  sick  man's 
hotel  room. 

"  Stick  with  me,"  he  commanded  Mac. 
"   I'll   need  you." 

For  an  hour  Rowan  worked  feverishly, 
reading  Gardner's  mail,  sending  tele- 
grams in  his  name,  sending  Mac  on  fran- 
tic errands.  Mac  made  no  effort  to  hide 
his  contempt,  Rowan,  genius  of  the  grain 
market,  taking  advantage  of  his  sick 
competitor  ! 

At  last  Rowan  looked  up  with  a  weary 
smile. 

"That  all  for  to-night,  Mac.  Thanks!" 
Then  he  let  his  head  fall  wearily  upon  his 
folded  arms. 

Mac  walked  out  into  the  cool  night,  his 
faith  in  mankind  shaken.  He  thought  of 
the  .missionaries  praying  in  the  hospital 
room.  What  Providence  would  allow 
Gardner   to  be  so  hopelessly  swindled? 

Grain  men,  wraiting  for  the  awarding  of 
the  contract,  made  the  Chalmers  their 
headquarters.  When  the  news  came,  a 
buzz  of  surprised  conversation  spread 
through  the  lobbv.  The  contract  had 
been  awarded  to  Nelson  Gardner's  firm. 
Rowan  had  not  even  submitted  a  bid.  .  .  . 

Mac  hurried  to  grab  Rowan's  luggage 
as  he  started  for  the  door. 

"  I — I  misunderstood  you,  sir,"  he 
managed  to  sav.  '  I  know  now  what  vou 
did.  You  submitted  the  bid  in  Mr. 
Gardner's  name.  I  think  it  was  fine — 
it  was  big — and  I — " 

"  Thanks,  son,"  Rowan  interrupted, 
and  pressed  a  five  dollar  bill  into  the  bell- 
hop's hand.  Then  he  squared  his  shoul- 
ders and  strode  out   into  the  sunshine. 

A  year  later,  grain  men  were  again 
gathered  at  the  Chalmers.  Mac's  happi- 
est duty  was  to  run  up  the  stairs  with 
another  message  for  "  Rowan  and  Gard- 
ner." 
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eet,  Capetown. 


